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Mr. SEA G RA E. 


e IT muſt be with ſome Con: 
cern, that any real good 
Man looks upon the pre- 
ſent Debates between the 
Miniſters of Chriſt, thoſe 
who are called his more 
immediate Servants and 
=>D Profeſſors of his Name and 
Religing. Such a Man who has the Welfare 
of this Religion at Heart, will be ſorry to ſee 
any Inſtrument laid cowards the ſubverting or 
undgrmining it through the Inn of its Zap 


Porters. V 
. You 


"> 
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To have engag'd yourſelf in Controverſy 


with a Gentleman (as far as I can judge of him) 
of ſtrict Piety; and One too who is no Diſho- 
nur to the Country or the Age he lives in. 
Upon my Conſcience, I firmly believe, his Pro- 
ceedings in regard to Mr. }Whitfeld ſprang from 
a2 good Principle, and well meant Deſign. 1 
think too, he has behav'd in the Affair as a 
Clergyman and a Chriſtian, Had he commit- 
ted any great Errata herein (which I confeſs 
does not appear to me) it would have been kind, 
and indeed becoming to have look*d upon them 
more calmly as Defects of Judgment, to have 
avoided Ridicule and Virulency of Expreſſion, 
and in regard to the Character he has always 
bore in both the above mentioned Denomina- 
tions, to have us*d a little more Decency and 
Good Manners. 8 „„ 

SIR, I know you not: Tis true, I have 
heard of you lately as an Author, and muſt 
confeſs I was ſorry for it, when I was acquaint-. 
ed which Way you bent your Quill. The Cler- 
gy, and hence the Church have full Enemies 
enough already, without additional Clergymen 
to confult the Ruin of both, and lay the 
Ground-Work for entire Demolition. Before 
TT read your late Performances I heard you was 
a Clergyman, and did then and ſtill do, I own, 
with it otherwiſe. And tho? J had been appri- 
zed of this, yet, in your laſt Piece againſt the 
Doctor, amidſt your earneſt Pleadings for thoſe 
of another Communion, I was almoſt led into 
a Perſwaſion of your being a rigid Difſenter ; 
ſonſetimes forgot the Account I had heard of 
you; look*d upon M. A. as no infallible Mark 
of Diſtinction, and frequently conſider'd you as 
2 Perſon different to Dr. Trapp both in * 
3 | „„ wo 
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ples and Profeſſion: So ſtrangely has your Pen 
betrayed me into Forgetfulneſs, and biaffed 
my Conjectures. After all, I judg'd you an 


hearty Methodiſt, and made no Doubt but 


your chief Glory was in a Title, which I hope 
I ſhall never envy you ſo long as I have any 
ſettled Reaſon and Senſe to direct me. 


Bur notwithſtanding theſe Reflections, I did 


not fit down to your Writings with Prejudice, 


nor did I immediately either upon or after 


Reading, reſolve with Precipitancy and IIl-na- 
ture to trouble you with an Anſwer. I could 
wiſh there was no Room to think this was the 


Caſe lately, and of there being a Reſolution 


fix*d to anſwer the Doctor, even before his Pub- 
lication appear'd. In regard to myſelf I may 


ſafely ſay, frequent Peruſals and Compariſons 


of your Piece with the Doctor's, occafioned 


my giving you this Trouble. Nor do I now 


write it to foment the unhappy Controverſy, or 


lay a freſh Fuel for the Fire to feed on, I 


make Declaration in the Beginning, as you at 
the latter End, that Truth is my Object. 
I am not your Enemy, but am proud enough 
to profeſs myſelf Mankind's Friend; and whilſt 
J take the Liberty of looking over pu laſt 
Pamphlet, adviſe them to lay aſide Prejudice 
and Confuſion in this Affair, to look _— 
into it, and embrace Truth where it really is 


to be found, In doing this, I ſhall pay Sos 


Deference which is owing to a Clergyman and 


a Gentleman, ſhall animadvert with Candour, 
and hope you'll ſo receive my Sentiments. Iam 


not now entring into a Diſpute, for as it was 
more my Deſign to give the World my Opi- 


nion of Mr. Whitfield hereby, than to take to 


Pieces all 28 have faid, this, very — 
wi 


— - 
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will be the firſt, and the laſt Trouble I ſhall 
ever give you. However, as you are ſo ſtrenu- 
ous an Advocate for this Gentleman, and your 
laſt Piece againſt the Doctor is publiſh'd in mani- 
feft Vindication of him and his Proceedings, I 
think it wilt be proper, before I ſpeak my free 
Opinion of him, to conſider impartially how far, 
what has been ſaid for him clears up his Charac- 
ter, and how much his beſt Friend has done for 
I ſhall endeavour to be a little methodical, and 
to point out thro? each Paragaph in the firſt Part 
of your Book what ſeems to me moſt exception- 
able. I ſhall ſay very little to the latter Part, 
for really there ſeems to me very little neceſſary 
to be ſaid. I ſhall not, however, (fooliſhly nice) 
reflect upon every Word and Syllable, and ca- 
vit only to multiply Words. 3 
You call, Sir, your Pamphlet an Anſwer to 
Dr. Trapp's four Sermons againſt Mr. Whitfield. 
I have. more than once peruſed it, and either 
my Apprehenſions are faulty, or you have very 
much ſtrayed from your Purpoſe. Very near 
half your Book is ſpent in what you may call, 
if you pleaſe, a Vindication of the Methodifts 
from being over-righteous; but to me it ra- 
ther ſeems a Vindication of the Diſſenters. But 
allowing the firſt of theſe Points to have been 
your Aim, methinks you have widely miſſed 
it; at the ſame Time too, tis much to be 
ſueſtioned whether there was any need to have 
given yourſelf that Trouble, or any Occaſion 
for ſuch a Vindication. It would have been 
a more friendly Part to have proved them ho- 
neſt Men and truly righteous; and then, I be- 
lieve, neither Dr. Trapp, or any of the more 
underſtanding Part of Mankind, would have 
—_ _ oppoſed 
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oppoſed their Meaſures. But this might have 


required ſome Pains; and indeed few are the 
Strokes of Art or Labour throughout the whole 
Piece. The former Leaves of which diſcover 
( think) ſcarce any Thing material or circum- 
ſtantial; if they do contain any thing worthy 
particular Notice, it is Compliment to the 
Diſſenters. The grand Charge of Enthuſiaſm 
againſt Mr. Whitfield is a great while deferred, 
and when at laſt brought upon the Carpet, ve- 
ry little urged to clear him from being poſſeſ- 
ſed with it. You then proceed to prove that 
there is ſuch a Thing as Inſpiration ; which I 
believe no Man ever denied that believed the 
Scriptures ; but Dr. Trapp and all Men might 
ſeemingly without a Contradiction (as far as 
we have hitherto ſeen) deny the extraordinary 
Effects of it in Mr. Whitfeld. 

You open your Work with an half Apology 


for publiſhing it; intimating, that had Mr. bit 


field been preſent to have done himſelf Juſtice, 
you had not undertaken it. But, Sir, the very 
next Paragraph would almoſt enforce Us to think 
this was not the Occaſion : but that the Deſign 
was long before premeditated. Your Ridicule 
of the Doctor's ſwelling Performance, foretold 


by all our News- Writers accidentally in the 


ſame Words, after the Sollicitation of four Pa- 
riſhes before it could be obtain*d, ſpeaks very 
little Senſe, very great ill-Nature, and, in ſhort, 
carries with it no ſmall Specimen of Hate and 
Rancour.-----This Sentence ſoftned, and indeed 
entirely omitted, had been more of the Gentle- 
man, and much more of the Clergyman and fine 

Scholar. 
You ſeem to mourn Mr. #hitfeld's Abſence, 
when the Doctor publiſh'd his Sermons. I Lv t 
e | | ow 
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know how great the Grief of the reſt of Mankind 
may be upon this Occaſion. Perhaps, it may 
be in great Meaſure wip'd away upon your ap- 
pearing in his Stead: And whether Dr. Trapp's 
Concern is hence much increas'd, he beſt can 
tell. Men who know the Doctor will, I believe, 
be apt to anſwer in the Negative; and perhaps, 
give in their Verdict of the little Room there is 

for a Gentleman of his Years and Learning, to 
look upon Mr. Whitficld, or (you'll excuſe me, 

Sir,) even yourſelf, as any formidable Antago- 
niſt. At the ſame Time too, I am far from be- 
lieving the Doctor's preaching and publiſhing, 
proceeded from any Rafhnefs or Reſentment. 
Men of his Age are generally arriv'd to a more 


ns ſedate Way of thinking, and are apt to reflect 


twice, e*er they reſolve once, As to Reſent- 
ment, for what, Sir? —— You'll ſay, per- 
haps, from the Motive of Intereſt, — Why ſo? 
Could Mr. Vpilßeld leſſen that? We truſt not 
This however, I think, muſt be your only Rea- 
ſon; for Mr. Wpilfield had not abuſed the Pr. till 
after (the now publiſn'd) Sermons were begun 
to be preach'd, and then indeed, he (1. e. Mr. 
 Whitfeld) beſtow'd his Refentment, and you have 
back'd it. Upon what Facts and Arguments 
you have effected this, the World muſt judge; 
which, however perfect, it may deem your Per- 
formance, may, in my Opinion, deſcry that ve- 
ry Principle, wherewith you charge the Doctor, 
to be at the Bottom. 8 ES 
Tu third Paragraph, mentions the Doc- 
or's Text. Be not righteous over much, &c. 
as judiciouſly choſen. I believe, it has 
been obſery*d to be ſo, without Sneer and Ridi- 
cule. And the Reaſon is very obvious, No- 
thing throughout the Bible, could have been 
- = amore 
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-more natural, and better adapted. A Man 5 
any Capacity, at the Reackan of this Sentence, 


might with Juſtice and Readinef apply it to him 


whom of all Mankind it moſt concern'd. This 
the Doctor perceiv'd, and accordingly made uſe 
of it in Hope that his Reader would ſupply the 
Application, and carry it for him to the Cauſe 
before us, without the leaſt Heſitation. It may 
be preſum'd many an intelligent Reader has 
done this. And thus, as it often happens, 4- 
malo Lſus; hence appears the Judgment of the 
Doctor's Choice, and there ariſes a Beauty, where 
was deſign'd Laughter and Diſgrace.— But af- 
ter all, has the Doctor made good Uſe of this 
Handle, has he hence prov'd his intended Ob- 
ject Mr. Whitfield to be under ſuch Predicament 
by particular Circumſtances? To have done 
this minutely would have been an unneceſſary 

Trouble, and to no Purpoſe. The Text, you 
nearly intimate, (which makes much for our 
Side,) points out to the Audience, the Man a- 
gainſt whom it is levelPd. The Doctor ſtated 
the Notion and Nature of Extremes and Exceſ- 
ſes in Religion; he drew the Portraiture, and 


Mr. Mpitſield daily appear'd in Publick to an- 


ſwer the Deſcription. This Gentleman laid him- 
ſelf open to the World, to give them Room e- 
nough to form a Judgment of his Practice. He 
commenc'd Author cer the Foundations of 


Learning could be well laid, and deliver'd Ser- 


mons and multiplied Diſcourſes, the Manner and 
Method of doing which, entirely perverted the 
Uſe of Preaching. The Doctor then forbore 
to deſcant largely upon Particulars with which 
every Body was acquainted. His Reaſons were 
perhaps more than one; ſuch as ſeeing it unne- 
 Feflary, perhaps thro? 8 and hence chuſ- 


ing 


PE 


People of any clear Perception will diſcern how 


in every Thing he takes in Hand; his Deliveries 
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ing to omit many immediate perſonal Reflections, 


which muſt neceſſarily have aroſe from ſumming 
up each Branch of Mr. J/h:tfeld's Character, and 


contenting himſelf. with only hinting at the raw 


Novice, (and his Years will not admit him a much 
better Title in Divinity,) he concluded this 
Head of Diſcourſe, and paſs'd on to Reflections 
of greater Conſequence. The Doctor perhaps 
may in other Places have dropt a warm Expreſſi- 
on'or two, and may have' been ſomewhat angry, 


and ſo muſt every thinking good Man be. But 


his Anger does not, I think, ariſe to a Degree, 


either of Sin or Folly. No, Sir, was he more 
ſo in the good Cauſe he is engag'd in, he would 
not be liable to that Imputation. God, his Ma- 
ker, and his Maſter, his Church and his Reli- 
gion is concern'd, and if Growth of Vice can- 
not overturn it, Exceſs and Affectation of Righ- 


teouſnefs at laſt may. Mr. 7hitfield's Doctrines 


and Practices, without being miſapprehended, 


will do no Good. Immoderate Faſtings, Preach- 


ing and Praying, outgo the Precept of the Goſ- 
pel. The pretended exceſſive Chriſtian may 
probably at laſt degenerate into no Chriſtian at 


all; — or, if Mr. Whitfield (as he would have us 
believe, ) can arrive at that Pitch and maintain it 
himſelf, yet, we know of a Surety, it will be ve- 


ry difficult with all his Doctrines and Perſwaſi- 
ons to induce others to follow his Examples. 
much it ſavours of the Phariſee of old, and wil! 
be apt to remember that exceſſive Righteouſneſs, 
(or at leaſt a Pretence to it) fail'd of that Ap- 
blauſe from him who beſt could give Applauiz, 
which the humble Publican received and was 
bleſs'd with. Mr. Whitfield runs into Extremes 
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are contrary. to and inconſiſtent with Solomow's ſa- 
lutary and prudent Caution, and are ſo far from 
tending to Good, that they apparently tend to 
Harm, This will better appear when we come 
to pick out the Ingredients of Mr. Whitfeld's 
Character, and ſpecify his Conduct. | 
Tn x four next Paragraphs paſs we by. Your 
Eighth obſerves, that little was objected againſt 
the : Methodiſts at firſt of that deep Kind now in- 
ſiſted upon. Very well, Sir! This does not 
affect the Clergy much, I hope Lou would not 
have a Man branded with the Name of Enthu- 
Gaft (in it's worſt Senſe) till he has prov'd him- 
ſelf ſo. Till he gave this Proof then, the Cler- 
were ſilent, when he had given it, they, as 
their Duty and Conſcience urg'd it, mentioned his 
Name with Reproach and Contempt. The Fana- 
ticks and Presbyterians of old, were at firſt admit- 
ted as Men prudent enough to ſettle the Affairs 
of their Country in Parliament, and were not im- 
mediately apprehended to be fill'd with Seeds of 
Venom and Faction, nor were ſtil'd Murtherers, 
till they had kill'd their King. Every Thing at 
the Beginning went on ſtill and calm, and the 
iſ of Iniquity work*d by ſecret and (for a 
while) unſuſpected Grounds ; but when Oppor- 
tunity ſerv'd, and Powers were multiplied, the 
Flame was kindled and broke out too fierce to be 
allay d. I do not make a Compariſon betwixt 
Mr. MWpitfeld's and the Methodiſt's Scheme and 
this; only ſo far, that theſe were not infamous 
till their Actions ſhew'd they deſerv'd it; nor 
were our Enthuſiaſts branded till their Profeſſions 
and Actions conſequent thereupon, demonſtrat- 
ed their being ſuch. Mr. Mbitſield behav'd at 
Firſt in part like a Clergyman, but never altoge- 
ther ſo *tis too well known. He had not then 
| Ss » Pub» 
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publiſh'd any Journal; and thoſe now publiſh*'d 
are Works which never ſhould, and, I hope, 
for the Safety of Futurity, never will be forgot. 
Then he was look*d upon as an impudent bold 
Man, but fince as a wicked Man. Nec injuria. 
| For when, tho? an Eccleſiaſtick, he oppos'd 

all Eccleſiaſtical Maxims, and ran counter to all 
the Authority of that Church, to which Church 
and its Authority he had before ſolemnly ſub- 
ſcrib'd, he was then, and ſurely with Juſtice, 
deem'd a Noveliſt ; and when he daringly 
Pleaded the Impulſe of the Holy Spirit for theſe 
irregular Proceedings, he was then, with equal 
Juſtice, deem'd from his own Mouth an Enthu- 
Haft. Whether he is an Impoſtor, God only 
knows. Time may ſhew, what we cannot fa- 
thom now. 

Mr. Whitfield, (Pag. 7.) was indeed evidently 
necefſitated to quit the Clergy's n- 
more evidently, the more to the Clergy's Ho- 
nour. A Man who finks the Houſe of God be- 
low a Play-Houſe, and turns his Religion to 
Farce, ought not to be permitted a ſecond Time 
either to affront the Majeſty of his God, or abuſe 
his Fellow-Creatures. Mr. piiſeld did both, 
and himſelf now makes the Diſcovery, chat 
a (Pag. 7.) Miniſter's Function (however exerciſ- 
ed) can abſt longer than he either abſolutely, 
or in almoſt any Meaſure coincides with the Ma- 
| Jority of his Brethren, or ſhall think as his Dio- 
ceſan thinks; in ſhort if he oppoſes the one, and 
inſolently braves the other. 

Had Truth and a good Example (Page 6. ) 
"been the Motives of Mr. #h:tfeld's laborious 
' Preaching, he had ſurely been more ſeaſonable; 
and thence have ſhew'd how worthy they were 
to beembrac'd. Then probably, (if he is a _ 
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of Parts and Abilities) his Studies have forward 
ed ſome Degree of Reformation; and then he 
might as an honeſt Man and a Chriſtian, have 
done his Religion ſome Service, at the ſame 
Time that he (had cool Reaſon been his Guide) 
demonſtrated that the Goſpel did circumſcribe 
Religion to Decency and Order, and banifh'd 
Raſhneſs and Ridicule from its Borders. If the 
Means and Manner of our Addreſs to God be of 
any Signification, then the Delivery of Truth is 
a Matter of ſome Importance, nor 1s it equally 
valuable in a Field or upon a Common, as in the 
Houſe and Temple of Ged, of the Great and 
Dread God, Jznovan. 5 
SoM E of the prior Words ftart a Surprize that 
Mr. 4/b:itfeld ſhould be condemn'd for too fa- 
vourable an Opinion of thoſe of adifferent Com- 
munion. But ſurely this is not ſo ſtrange, (Pag.6.) 
ſo very range, as that a Clergyman, who before 
his Initiation into. the Holy Office, knew the 
Forms and Ceremonies of the Church he was go- 
ing to inliſt himſelf into, yet notwithſtanding . 
did enter into it, ſubſcrib'd ſolemnly to it's Ar- 
ticles and Ordinances, and then derided the Ob- 
ſervance of Place and Cuſtom in Worſhip as Fol- 
ly and Bigotry. Not even ſticking here, but 
abjuring (as it were) it's Forms, it's Eftabliſh- 
ments and conſecrated Ground. This may be 
perhaps your private Judgment. Be pleas'd 
then to peruſe the Thiry- fourth Article, Of the 
Traditions of the Church. 
| You will not, I hope, take the firſt Part of 
the Article as an Handle, that hence Traditions 
and Ceremonies of the Church, may be chang- 
ed and diverſify'd at any Time, and in an 
Manner, according to any IndividuaPs Fancy 
and Humour. The Cloſe of it informs us, row 
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this is to be done only by National Church Au- 
thority. 

Pag. 7. Laſt Paragraph broaches an Opinion 
of yours, which I ſhall leave to the Judgment of 
the Publick, only with this Reflection: That 
Chriſtianity has indeed been reckon'd as old as 
the Creation, and that the Ten Commandments 
ſeem of long ſtanding enough to be eras*d. Ne- 
ver ſurely were they in more Danger. 

War you are pleas'd to call your laſt 
Senſe (Pag. 8.) of being righteous over-much, 
is the Chriſtian's Reliance upon his own virtu- 
ous Performances for Salvation. I really don't 
ſee any Occaſion for ſuch a Conceſſion, but ſup- 
poſing we ſhould be upon the Extreme herein, 
furely Mr. F/bitfield is as much in his Scheme. 
You would have done well however to have en-- 
larg*d ſomewhat hereupon, and made this appear. 
We do not (as far as I can ſee) truſt too much 
in ourſelves ; not from our own Merits but thoſe - 
of Chriſt we hope for Salvation, and we pray at 
the ſame Time for the Aſſiſtance of God's Grace 
to ſtrengthen our Endeavours, towards the At- 
tainment of it. We do not indeed ſtretch our 
Religion to that Exceſs as to pray without 
ceaſing. Seaſonable Prayer and Devotion we 
preach and ( I hope) practice : --- Such is indeed 
the common Language of our Pulpits, and ſuch, 
we truſt, will be, till ſome better than the pre- 
ent Oppoſition ſhall paint the Error. | 

IT is farther alledg*d, that the Methodiſts aſſo- 
ciate too much with the Diſſenters and even 
agree with their Sentiments and  Doctrines. 
And do they indeed do ſo? your Reply confirms 
it. Is then Mr. Whitfield a Churchman or a Diſ- 
ſenter? They keep the old Truths, and he too 


with them Pray, Sir, What are theſe old Truths? 
I hope, 
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1 hope none of thoſe old Inventions mention'd 
in the preceding Page; this will turn to Mr. 
Whitfield's Prejudice. They are Traths,I preſume, 
of Divine Eſtabliſhment, abſolute and undenia- 


ble Branches, perhaps, of that old ſubſtantiai Di- 


vinity mention'd Page 26. Regeneration and 
Juſtification. - If ſo, 'tis to be preſum'd we have 
had for Years paſt and ſtill have many in our 
Communion who underſtand theſe Points toler- 
ably well, and that our Church teaches and main- 
| tains a ſuitable and ſufficient Senſe of them. If 
the Manner in which we handle theſe Points is 
to be call'd an old Invention, we may allow it, 
at the ſame Time we cannot diſcern our Error 
in ſo doing, notwithſtanding Mr. Mhitſeld and 
his Party may denounce us Damnation for it. 
We think too we obſerve a decent Simplicity in 
our Concerns, We do not endeavour to engroſs 
all Learning, all Knowledge and Religion to 
ourſelves. No Communion is more moderate; 
and there is that univerſal, or at leaſt, general 
Principle of Love and Charity (in all Senſes of 
the Word) amongſt us, as is wiſh'd for from o- 
ther Quarters. It is the Policy and Intereſt of a 
Few, little elſe, (Pag. 9.) which has now at- 
_ tempted to monopolize religious Truth. A few 
Leaders, 'tis too true, at the Head of implicit 
Numbers, have poſſibly committed more Depre- 
dations upon Truth, than has any other Acci- 
dent under the Sun: And give me Leave to add, 
Sir, in the preſent Poſture of Affairs, *tis more 


than probable, a few may commit the ſame a- 


gain. 

4 Ap happy 1s it for us from this bare Conſi- 
deration, that Men are not to be taken in De- 
coys. Who are not ſway'd by any Denominati- 
on,-----who do not hunt after Religion but em- 
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brace and perſiſt in that they have once found to 
be right, and (you'll give me leave to ſay) Or- 
"thodox. Many wiſe Men (Pag. 9.) we hope 
there are in the World, who underſtand what 
they profeſs, obſerve (not an affected but decent) 
Seriouſneſs in Converſation, and (as far as hu- 
man Powers will admit) a real Abſtinence from 
Vice and Immorality-z and yet conform to the 
Uſe and Ceremonies of the Church, and agree 
(hy ſhould we not be charitable enough to ſup- 
poſe it?) in more than bare Theory, with what 


the Generality of it's Miniſters teach. Such will 


ever abide in the Church,----Perſons of different 
Notions, Methodiſts may and no doubt will 
draw from it; how much to their preſent or 
future Welfare we ſhall not preſume to deter- 
mine. But this they do, as far as we can under- 


ftand, becauſe they (at beſt but) think they ſee 


more real Knowledge and Religion (Pag. g.) at 
preſent amongſt the Diſſenters, than is common- 


ly ſeen in our Church. Suppoſing it fo, yet by 


the Way bad Livers are no Proof againſt the Pu- 
rity of the Church itſelf,-------But, Sir, when 
Mr. 7/b:tfield does by any proper Means, either 
Printing, Preaching or Practice, approve himſelt 
to the World, a Man of real Religion, and ar- 
rived himſelf at true Knowledge; We will then 
own him amore meet Diſtinguiſher betwixt Com- 
munions, At preſent, we allow both him and 
you, Sir, very ready Advocates for the Diſſen- 
ters, for whom you plead ſo ſtrongly and ſtrenu- 
ouſly in the latter Part ofthis Paragraph, (Pag. 10.) 
as would take no little Compaſs to anſwer. 
Tov greatly aſſiſt the Doctor, in your Account 
of the unhappily mad : I aſſure you, Sir, 


I would not willingly believe ſo ſad to be 1 
mer ww 
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fects of a Clergyman's Preaching. Nec tan. 


tum Religio potuit ſuadere 6 


Ir any Doctrines can produce ſuch * 


| Conſequences, thoſe of Election, Reprobation, 
the Gift or Denial of the Holy Spirit, and ſuch 


Points as theſe unguardedly handled, and Exceſ- 


ſes in Religion ſtrictly urg?d; may; ſeemingly 
to me; tend ſooneſt of any to create either Pre- 
ſumption or Deſpair. The End of theſe have 


been and may again be fatal. Madneſs has more 
than once been the Conſequence of the Latter. 


As to the Object now mention*d, I wou'd not a- 
ſcribe his Misfortune to the Methodiſts, tho“ 

really the Circumſtances ſeem to force ſuch a 
Concluſion. For after all, tho' it may be very 
difficult to know always the- true Grounds of 
Madneſs, (Pag. 10.) and many may be the Ex- 
travagancies which Perſons in theſe unhappy 
Diſorders may fall into, yet, I believe, the Cir- 
cumſtance they chiefly dwell upon, is generally 
judg'd to be neareſt their Heart. The Man, 
you ſay, rav'd much of Mr. IWhitfield and ſung 
the hundred Pſalm. What are we then to con- 


jecture? Foſſibly, however, he was not the 


Occaſion of it. J would, methinks, very wil- 


lingly believe ſo, and ſhall wave this Subject, 


with ſincerely hoping that the Doctrine which 
ſhould have promoted both his temporal and 
ſpiritual Welfare, was never made to conduce ſo 
much to his Miſery, as to diſtract his Thoughts 
and draw them from a proper Contemplation of 
another World. | 


By Tr before I leave this Paragraph, whanga f 


this Circumſtance is related, I cannot but take 
C otice 
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Notice of your Concluſion of it. Your Reflec- 
tion upon Dr. Trapp.(Pag. 11.) amazes me. 
To the beſt of my Remembrance I never met 
with any Thing more rude, ill-natur'd, diſinge- 
nuous and ungentleman like in all the Writers! 

ever read. Haotuey-Scriblers will rail but you, 

Sir, are a Cleryman, and wrote to a Clergyman; 
one perhaps, of as much Learning, and of more 

Years than yourſelf. This Confideration ſhould 

have had ſome Weight. I proteft Lam ſorry you 
betray'd yourſelf.— But, Sir, if you eee 
in the want of Breeding, you are to be pitied. 

- andthis is the only Excuſe can be made for you. 

[I Clergyman is generally eſteem'd as a | 

Gentleman and a Scholar, of genteel Education 
and good Learning. And is it thus a Man of 1 
ſuch a Character can write in Diſquiſition of 

Truth? thus revile and upbraid in a low and un- 
generous Manner, and pitifully reflect upon the ! 

Faults and Imperfections of Nature,----Fye ort! 0 

fi 
a 


The Man who rubs your Shoes might have e- 
Auall'd, but could not have funpaſs&d' you. 
He who ſweeps your Door had been afham'd of v 
it. Paſſion brings Convulſions, Sir! ------ The fr 


Reflections may be of ſome Service ito you, con- | 
ſult your own Welfare and learn to pity your- C 
Hell. | 8 2 
a M 


Harra darted your Sting, the Poiſon of vi 


which returns into your own Boſom.---- You pro- Ne 

_ ceed to a Confeſſion (Pag. 11.) of ſome Fnitan- MW Pr 

Tes of Folly being imputable to the Methodiſts. kn 
But to ballance this, you ſay, . it is remarkable it. 

great and undoubted Reformation has ariſen upon juſt 

the Manners of the Age by the Itinerant's Preach- WW the 

Mr 


ing. This begins to be _— and _— Ni 
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Obſtinacy or Envy can deny it.— Sir, I do des 
ny any ſuch Appearance, tho? ] would not be 


fooliſhly perverſe and obſtinate any more than + 


would envy Mr. #/h:tfield. What great and un- 
doubted. Reformation of Manners is there viſi- 
ble in the Parts where Mr. Hhtfield has been? 
Is the Name of God more ſincerely magnified 
than it was before? No, Sir! — | 
I know, I have heard it made a Jeft off, after 
Mr. /hitfeld has proclaim'd it upon the Com- 
mon.----Does real Religion ſenſibly increafe ? Is 
Truth and Honeſty more conſpicuous and appa- 
rent in any Pariſh. which he has alarm'd than it 
was before? Does the Drunkard leave his Liquor, 
or the Debauchee his Miſtreſs the ſooner in Re- 
membrance of Mr. Whitfield? Far from it, Sir! 
— ſo far that he who repair'd to the Field to 
hear the Preacher, difguiies himſelf at the next 
Alehouſe he comes at; and as to Debauchees of 
other Kinds, Proſtitutes are known to {warm at 
ſuch a Meeting, and make Merchandize there 
as at a Country-Fair. It might be indeed, as 
Vice has got to ſuch an Head, that an Angel 
from Heaven could not mend theſe Impieties.— 
don't therefore blame Mr. Whizfield for None 
Converſion, but only ſpeak this to ſhew that his 
Preaching cannot avail farther than that of other 
Men,----nor indeed ſo far, ſince as he does it 
with leſs. Decorum and according to the common 
Notions of our Country, People look upon his 
Practice of this Sort as a Start of ſomewhat they 
know not what, and juſt hear without regarding 
it, Their Actions prove this:; fince, as J have 
juſt obſerv'd, they no fooner leave him, than 
they are at their favourite Vice, And indeed 
Mr. Whitfield is in muy Meaſure to be * 


ſpeak what? 
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for this: He does not bid them to forſake 
ſuch Irregularities, - No! his Doctrines are of 
another Scope--- great Part of them void of the 
plain Precepts of the Goſpel and Morality. He 
fills them with Regeneration, New-Birth, Sancti- 
fication and ſuch like. Theſe Points are not to 
be diſcuſs?d to his Audience unleſs at very pro- 
per and more retired Seaſons than he makes uſe 
of, who are generally compos'd of the meaneſt 
and more illiterate of the People. Was I engag- 
ed by any Relationſhip to this Gentleman, I 
ſnould take the Freedom to adviſe him to ſpeak 
more plainly to his Colgrogation, and conſider 
ſuch Subjects well himſelf. 


„ Wrar is Formality (Pag. 12.) a legal E- 
5 ſtabliſhment, and Notion of Religion to the 
KReality of it? Nothing.“ — There IS 2 
* (Shew only, I ſuppoſe you mean, of) Religion 
** which amuſes Mankind,---but Reality only fa- 
5s tisfies the Conſcience once duly — — 
“Very right Perhaps, here you might inſiſt 
upon a greater Degree of Illumination than 
„ we ſhould care to admit: However that be, 
& If the Goſpel, ſay you, be preach'd in the 
* Church, it is well and deſirable. Every 
good Man ſurely will think ſo.“ But when 
< our Clergy leave the old Truths, and are fall- 

< en even into the Scheme of Deiſm, tho? they 
* may not diſcern it, Mankind has a right to 
hear the Truth in the Field, or at a Meeting- 

« Houſe, ſuppoſing they can find it no where 
dc elſe.— The Church then it ſtems, has no 
Truth left in it, the Clergy (Methodiſts ex- 

cepted) are all Deiſts, and Blockheads enough 


at the ſame Tune not to know their own Te: 
| nets, 
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nets, ------- Why, Sir! Is there no Learning, 


| Senſe or Principle but only in the Sect you 


plead for? And 1s your Sentiment the unerr- 
ing Standard of Truth? No, Sir! We beg 
Leave to urge that the. Attack is too gene- 
ral not to meet with Repulſe from more than 


one! uarter. 


T laſt Circumſtance you layhold,on (P. I3. ) 
is the Doctor's Complaint of theſe Societies 
weakning and impairing the Church.—-- And 


certainly he complains with Juſtice, and wiſely 
_ remarks (Dr. Trapp, Pag. 38.) that there may be 


more Danger to the Church from a Kind of 


Half-Diſſenters in it, than from thoſe who are 
total Diſſenters from it. And on my Conſcience 


I believe ſo too. Let any calm Reader peruſe 


theſe Pages, and judge whether the Doctor 
ſpeaks in Conſideration of his own Intereſt ariſ- 


ing from the Church, or the real Good of the 
Church itſelf.----Alas | he cannot enjoy the Be- 
nefits of it many. Years longer, the Church muſt 


ſoon, (too ſoon, now !) loſe a good Friend and 


Defender, when the faithful Servant of Chriſt 
ſhall be ſummon'd to the Happineſs of that State 
which he has for many Years boldly - and 
bravely vindicated. Is fuch a Man then to be 
tax*d with ſordid Views when he arms in the 
Defence of that which he has ever fought for, 
his Church and Religion? — I ſhall leave his 
own Words to plead his Cauſe ; and conſider 
how prudentially you have conducted this Affair. 

When the Eccleſiaſticks, ſay you, of any 
Kingdom are unhappily degenerate and corrupt, 


they will naturally be alarm'd, and ſpeak loud- 


ly againſt an Incident, that in any Degree threat- 


*% 
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ens their Intereſt,” --- Right, Sir, abuſe the Cler- 
o and carry your Cauſe, Point out their. 
ricks, Frauds and Enormities, and raiſe up 


| the third Part of the Nation to yourſelf as 


Friends. Demonſtrate that their Habit is but 
i a. Diſguiſe, Ut Togam ſumunt,. ut melius fallant. 
That their Praying and Preaching is nothing 
but Hypocriſy, and done for Intereſt. This 
farely would be a Charge heavy enough, and 
afford delightfal Subject- matter for a Gentleman 
of your Spirit to treat upon and draw out to its 
full Length. But this is not enough, They 
are beſides Knaves, Papiſts and Fanaticks. --- 
This I confeſs is ſomething of a new Honour 
| beſtowed upen them. Happy ſurely will the 

Engliſb Nation at laſt be, when the whole Body 
2 Clergy ſhall have degenerated into the moit 
abandoned and wicked of Men. --- And too, 
when a Clergyman ſhall think it his Duty to 
convince the World of this. This laſt Para- 
graph had better flow'd from any other Quill 
than a Clergyman's. Not —f there is any 
more Truth therefore in it, or juſt Reproaches 
thence ariſing, to your Aha. but becauſe the 


diſcerning, Part of Mankind will ſee Rancour ar 


the Bottom, and be apt to touch upon your own 
Character. After all, Sir, I approve. of your 
Conduct. Indignity to the Clergy has lift- 
ed up more Books than one ro its chird Edi 

tion. | 


Now arriye we to the Charge of Earkufafm 
laid againſt. the Methodiſts. And as this is 


the — 5 Point you may perhaps expect me 


to be very violent, and immediately to enter 
upon Poſitions. Affirmations and Negations, 


and 


Ceſſarily be fo. 
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and to make an empty Noiſe about Sounds and 
Wonds. No, Sir, this is not any Intent in 
Writing. — I know Mr. Mhitſteld is enthuſiaſti- 
cal by his Preſumption as to his proving it, 


he'll do that beſt himſelf. — As to his Inſpira- 


tion, I ſhall, (which you may * n rea- 
diy give you up the Queftion, and grant yon 
that he may be inſpired. But with your 
Leave, 'Sir, no more — any other good Man 
may be. As to Perſons in Orders, all 


thoſe:(whoexerciſe their —— worthily)muft 


I think from your own Words (Page 21.) ne- 
The Holy Ghoſt, ſay you, is 
neceſſarily concerned in making a real Miniſter, 
and on this Footing I look upon Thoufands to 
be more inſpired than Mr. Wp:ifield himſelf. 


| Pxav. Sir, what mean you 


<< tion in ſome 8 (Degree you ſhould have 


<< faid) or other.“ Very well. This Grace 


is truly a ſupernatural Aſſiſfance, and a Product 
above Nature. ---- What then follows ? That 
Mr. #/h:ield is more enriched with this ſuper- 
natural Aſſiſtance than any other of the faithful 
Servants of Chriſt? Surely mo. ---- All the 
Proof we have of it, is his own Affirmation, 
but grounded upon nd Evidence. ---- Should 
this be true, ſurely every Man muſt fin who 
ſcruples it. Has God ſhed Meaſures of his 
Grace and Favours upon him great enough to 
conſtitute him a ſelect Apoſtle, and hall choſe 
of his own Church deny it? Certainly was 
there the leaſt Shadow of Conviction of 
its being ſo, the Crime would lie heavy at 


our 


ration ? 
You tell me, (Pa e 17.) that ©* The Grace f 
* Almighty God is 2 leſs than Inſpira- 
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our Door. But yet none of us are appre: 
henfive of this Crime, nor does (I believe) our 
Conſcience ever upbraid us, when in deepeſt 
Examination of ourſelves, with offending againſt 
God, in denying the extraordinary Miſſion of 
Mr. Whitfield, I cannot help adviſing, that if 
this Gentleman can ſpare Time from inſtruct- 
ing the World, let him look into himſelf, and 
conſider ſeriouſly whether he is in the State he 
has hitherto preſumptuouſly boaſted; and ſhould 
he find any Defect, it will be Time to reflect 
that as of old the Sin of lying againſt the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt conſiſted in a Denial of the Divinity 


of a truely inſpired Perſon, he may incur Guilt 


nearly of the ſame Kind in a daring Affirma- 

tion of what himſelf is not. — A Man of his 

Reading cannot be ignorant of the Puniſhment 

in this Caſe denounced. If he is guilty, i it ſhould 
be his beſt Care to avoid it. 


AFTER all, ſhould we be diffident, and not 
chuſe poſitively to deny but that he may be 
more inſpir'd; i. e. more abundantly aſſiſted 
by the Holy Ghoſt than other Chriſtians are; 
yet we ſhould be glad of any the leaſt circum- 
ſtantial Evidence. It is contrary to my Appre- 
henſion, that this Holy Spirit ſhould ſingle out 
a Particular from amidſt Numbers, enable and 
endue him with the largeſt Portions of his 
Grace to perform and forward the Work of the 
Miniſtry, and yet leave him without any other 
Proof than his own bare Word for it.--- Parum 
hoc ſapit Cælum. From what we know of the 
Proceedings of an all wiſe and good God, ſuch 
never has been the Method of his Diſpenſations. 
He has « ever manifeſted his Power in an ne 

ordi- 
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drdinary Manner given, by extraordinary Ef. 
fects of his Holy Spirit viſible in the immedi- 


ately ſclected and adapted Preachers of his 


Word. Such, not even in the leaſt Degree have 
appearꝰ d in the Object concern'd, nor, as there 
is no Occaſion for it, do we ever look for 
them. 


T1 sa1D juſt now I ſhould be glad of any 
Evidence of Mr. Whitfield's ſuperabundant In- 
ſpiration.—-T will not requeſt a Miracle: Bur 
I will aſk one- Queſtion, in which I charge him 
by the Name of that God whom he preaches, 
and as a Man and a Chriſtian that he would deal 


truly, and faithfully reſolve. Does he then find. 


ſo extraordinary an Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt 


in either his publick or private Devotions as to 


baniſh thence all Wavering, Diſtraction and 
Diſorder ? Can he, if he reſolves upon it, fix 
his Mind ſo ſtedfaſtly upon his God, and pray 
ſo intenſely, as that no worldly Embarrafſinent 
of Thought, or Suggeſtion of his ſpiritual E- 


nemy ſhall ever break in upon and leſſen his 
Fervency? — This, if upon his Conſcience and 


Hopes of Happineſs he can really do, he is cer- 
tainly arrived beyond the common Pitch of 


Mankind. Every good Man endeavours it; 


and the more gracious God is to lend his Aſ- 
fiſtance, the nearer he approaches to his At- 


tainment; which is not the leaſt Perfection oſ 


a real Chriſtian. But this is not ſo eaſily at- 


tained. --- If Mr. Jhitfield has gained this 


Point, he is certainly one of the ha _ as 
well as the beſt too of the Sons of Men. And 


if, after ſo many Temptations of the Devil, 


which 
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which he tells us he has undergone, he has fo 
far conquered all as to ſerve God as he ought, 
let him affirm this to me upon the abovemen- 
tioned Aſſeverations, andhe is that Man of whoſe 
Condition of all the World I ſhall be moſt de- 


Hrous. 


Since I begun this 1 Sir, 1 bee fool 
your Pamphlet very well animadverted upon 
| Y a good Hand. I ſhall therefore make but 

few more Remarks upon it. And in the 
grit Place I cannot but obſerve from your 
Choice of Collects and Concluſions thence, 
how much you are fell into the reigning Scheme 
of carrying every Thing to undue Lengths 
and Extremes. You wrote a little too much in 
an Hurry and Paſſion, and thence urged every 
Segtence and Word to your own forced Mean- 
ing. Theſe Collects may not (I preſume) be 
taken in ſo very reſtrained and limited a Senſe 
as you have put upon them. We may pray 
for the Inſpiration (or the Aſſiſtance and Grace) 
of God, and yet not beg for abſolute Inſpirati- 
ON, ſuch as the Apoſtles were enriched with. 
And as to feeling and perceiving the Operati- 
ons of the Holy Spirit, I ſhould think with any 
cool Reaſoner, there need be no great Enqui- 
ry to find out the Difference betwixt them. 
Jo diſpute and cavil about Words is the worſt 
Scholarſhip in the World, You, I make 
no doubt, know, as the Doctor has obſerved, 
that the Scriptures are not to be taken in the 
utmoſt ſtrict Senſe. --- You are acquainted with 
our Defect of Language, ſo that we are inca- 


— from ſpeaking as we would, --- _ 
then 
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then the Folly of catching at a Twig, and 
when ſound Argument fails, ſpinning out the 
Matter with haranguing on Words, | 


| You ſeem to have miſcarried much in your 
Performance in regard to the Title you gave 
your Book. You have laid hold on any Cir- 
cumſtance whence: you thought you could eſta 
perſe the Doctor, and upon that vented no lit- 
tle unbecoming Spleen and III-nature. 


Ir would have been much more of an An- 


ſwer to have taken into Conſideration the Doc- 
trines Mr. Whitfield preaches, and to have prov- 
ed that thoſe, together with a pretended Aſſu- 
rance or Certainty of having the Spirit (Tra 
P. 47.) do not produce thoſe miſchievous Pr 
tects the Doctor mentions z Preſumption on Say 
Hand, Deſpair on the other. Theſe are fuk 
before intimated) two of the greateſt 7 
Mankind can fall into, and may thro? DD” 
trines ignorantly and unwifely handled grea 
| ſpread. --- Certainly therefore exceſſive. Rules of 
Religion, ſo much maintained and cry'd u 
by thoſe who cannot be themſelves well ROB: 
ed in them, muſt be both dangerous and de- 
ſtructive. Theſe weighty Points you have let 
alone. --- It would have been more juſt not to 
have preſſed the Scale down ſo much on one 
Side only. 


Bu r, by the Way, this ſhews how ill you 
have defended Mr. Jhitfield ; or, if you are a 
Man of Judgment, how little he is to be de- 
fended. Theſe Allegations of the Doctor 
125 D 2 f touch 
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touch very home; and are more the Reſult of 
Truth than Anger. | really cannot ſee how in 
the Affair in Hand Chriſtians of all Mankind 
can be angry over- much; and to have proyed 
the Doctor ſo, ſomewhat more was required 
chan the bare Affirmation of a Title-page. 5 


Cou we now then to take a View of the 
Grounds of this Publication; which (not to 
mention Paſſion and Reſentment, from what 
Cauſe you know beſt) I ſhall preſume to call 
a Defence of Mr. Whitfield and his Brethren a- 
gainſt Dr. T; rapp. How well you have acquit- 
ted yourſelf, the World will determine. 
And ſome Part of the World out of the metho- 
dical 26 may have moderate Senſe and 
Reaſon ſtill. You have, however, done 
(you'll give me Leave to ſay) your beſt to ſerve 
your F riend, or perhaps only Acquaintance. 
He is under Obligation to you for your Readineſs, 
but very little, in my Opinion, as to Point of 
Performance in proving him to be either a good 
'or an honeſt Man. And yet many a Man of 
equal Judgment with yourſelf might have fail- 
ed in the conſequent Part of their Work, who 
had, like you, ſo greatly miſcarried in che fun- 
damental Part, and ſo far miſtook the Object 
of Truth, (Pag. 31.) as to ſet out and Pony 
on a quite contrary Principle, 5 


Bur give me Leave to ſay, Sir, that I look 
upon this Miſtake to be voluntary. That, up- 
on my Word and Honour, I believe, that nei- 
ther a Regard to Truth, a Love either of God, 


his Church or Religion, or even Mr. Whitfield 
himself, 
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himſelf, provoked the late Publication ſo much 
as Animoſity againſt the Clergy. This you 


leem deſigned by Nature for; which is the more 


Pity, fince both to your own and the Unhap- 


pineſs of many, your Character bears that 


Stamp. The Church will not, I hope, be e- 
raſed in my Time, but be affured, Sir, its pre- 
ſent and future Enemies will ever mention you 


and Mr. Whitfield with Reſpect and Honour, 


will remember the grand Work you have laid 


for its Subverſion, and the greater the Decreaſe 


of Piety and Religion, the more dear will be 
the Memory of its Inſtruments. 


Anp now conſider we Mr. Whitfeld, wt 


a out Prejudice as he is. — A Man but of few 


Years, and conſequently no very great Know- 


ledge or Experience. A Man may have natu- 


ral Abilities, and have made ſufficient Advance- 


ment in Learning to qualify himſelf to enter 
into the Church at the Time ordained by it. 
But yet after all, five or ſix and twenty Years 
is no great Age to boaſt of; Judgment and 
Experience ſufficient to compleat a Man are a 
great Way wanting. People who have lived 
longer know this Truth. However Youth is 
not in itſelf de ſpicable, unleſs Circumſtances 
conſpire to make it ſo. And nothing would 
render this Seaſon of Life more deteſtable than 
Arrogance and Conceit, did 1t not at the ſame 
Time betray Folly and the very Want of Ex- 
perience, and hence beget Pity inftead of Scorn. 
This ſeems advantageous for Mr. 7/hitfield, or 
furely he would be the leaſt 3 of any 
Man breathin 8. | 


A 


Fox 


: — 
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For thoſe who ſpeak the moſt favourably of 
this Gentleman, are iorry to own his extreme 
Affurance. And indeed this is conſpicuous be- 
yond Excuſe. He truly is in this more than 
an Apoſtle.— They r 
Places where 2 Congregation was aſſembled to 

but in Caſe they were expelled the 
Audience, fall took Care to obſerve 
and Order. Our Saviour indeed preach'd in the 
Fields. and Mr. ireſeld has drawn that Com- 
Paruon too near co himſelf, for me to enlarge 
farther upon it. 


Drsc Exp we then to leſs Matters. And 
can any Man of the leaſt Senſe and Modeſty read 
that conceited and ndculous Account ſign'd by 
Mr. I teh nimicli at Brier, wichout — 
For him? Before he vent do the Univermt 
de {then fo young; receir d the Sacrament, 
&< fates frequently Ex and rr Hure and in 
* ſhort, practis d every Mom! ry Chninzn 
<< Duty. —-God gave bim a frutful Genius, 2 


© reaay Wu and great Sagacity. _ read Our 


De Divine-- aon git whom unt dc. 
Ns cur Genibleman, knew DO more cr true 
CA Nancy than re:. Two Yea 
= W}AGeTWENRT 2 Senne cf Tempeancrs, 2d con- 
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Yor nut neceliick Dov Mr. Seegrave, 
when I declare that I ſhoald have conſider d any 
Man who had given and fign'd this Character of 
himſelf (had I not known it of your Friend 
Mr. 1/b:tefield} to be very weak; nay indeed un- 
happy in ſome Diforder ic of — Surely 
Dr. Trapp might have ſpar'd his Labour in prov- 
ing ſuch a Perſon right:ous and wife over-much. 


For, methinks, this Gentleman you defend 
is abſolutely mexcufable in ing Matters to 
this unparatliePd Extremity. Could he not have 
grven the whole World a Catalogue of his Per- 
tections, without abufing thoſe great and good 
Men, long fince (dis pi to be beliey'd) in 
2 better and happier World? and at the fame 
Time 2fronmng the whole Nation who reve- 
renCdand refected them whilft in this ?- Many 
Sd many have zlion'd mer Learning and ex- 
ld their Judgment. Gentlemen of the great- 
eſt Senſe and Perſpæauy, and hence plac'd at 
che very Head of our Af, who have been 
mer Aucimrs, have paid à mighty Deference 
£ ther Characters, Yet theſe were not fuſlicy- 


ent 7D reach Mr. wang ae true 5 nr 
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we . Proof. -I ſhall not ſay much hereup! 
on. -It is ſcarcely worth while ſurely to reflect 
much upon theſe Abſurdities, for ſo I muſt call 
them.---Perſons of Senſe will ſee them immedi- 
ately, and dwell no longer upon them, than on- 
iy hence to infer that he cannot be a Man of a- 
ny ſolid Senſe or Underſtanding; or at leaſt any 

ounded Knowledge and Experience, who 
could be guilty of ſuch Declarations. 


I cannorT but think we are very much in- 
debted to Mr. Tucker of Briſtol, for the firſt. 
Publication of this Mr. Mpiteſield's Account of 
himſelf, and producing it ſign'd by himſelf. 
This at firſt gave the World a pretty juſt Noti- 
on of Mr. Whitefield, and, I believe, has been 
the Occaſion of that Hate which the Methodiſts - 
ſtill bear to this Gentleman, Mr. Tucker has 
not publiſh*d without ſetting his Name to it; 
and if the Relation be true (and I don't fee much 
Room to doubt it) which he has ſet down by 
Way of Note at the Bottom of his Anſwer to 
Mr. Whitefield's Letter, in the Gentleman*s Ma- 
pazine for Fune. We may charge Mr. Whitefield 
and Mr. Weſly as Enthufiaſts, impious, and a 
Scandal to the Nation both in Church and State. 
We have never charg'd them with Enthuſiaſm ſo 
much for declaring that they might have Aſſi- 
ftances from the Grace of God, as for pretend- 
ing to greater and ſuperabundant Meaſures of the 
Holy Ghoſt, more than all other Chriſtians,---- 
and hence running into all Extravagancies-- and 
truly in the Account we now ſpeak of, we have 
2 notable and, I think, a never to be forgot- 

ten Inftance of Enthuſiaſin in the higheſt 
«4 | — 
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Degree. At the Societies in Briſtol Mr. Weſt= 
<< ley has pray'd, That God would viſibly ma- 
nifeſt ſome Token of his Favour. Pre- 
ſently, ſome Perſons ſcream out, and put them- 
ſelves into violent Agitations and Diſtortions. 
Mr. Weſtley thinks fit to declare, That they 
( can no more help it, than the Sun can ceaſe 
to ſhine. They invoke the Holy Ghoſt 
return Thanks (in their Manner for 1t)----- 
and then place thoſe Perſons (through their 
Prayers) enlightened on an Eminence for 
„ the Reſt to behold.” See we this in the 
Magazine abovemention*d, at the ſame Time 
too remark we there Mr. Whitfeld's moſt hor- 
rid Imprecations. And what ſhall we ſay to 
ſuch ſad Proecedings as theſe. A good Man 
muſt ſtand fix'd with Horror, and Words will 
not be able to expreſs his Concern, Lord! be 
not extreme th mark what is done amiſs---If thou 
art ---- may not thy whole People mourn for 
_ 


AA - — © — 
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_ I Tnink *tis beyond all Contradiction that 
Mr. Whitefeld (whatever in Principle) is in 
Practice a Diſſenter. He has long thought fit 
to renounce the Liturgy of the Church of Eng- 
land, and pray extempore in his own Words. I 
am not now railing at the Diſſenters z but if 
Mr. Whitefield does ſee more real and true Re- 
ligion amongſt them than us, and approves of 
their Communion, I heartily wiſh for the Ho- 
nour of God, the Good of Religion and the 
Peate of the Nation, that theſe Gentlemen 
would receive him into their Society, and thiffilþ 
he would implant himſelf there. Duobus ent 
e makis minus optandum. 5 
5 MANY, 
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Many I know call the ſo much talk'd of 
Journal of Mr. Whitefield a filly and ridiculous 

Thing. For my own Part, I look upon it as 
a Matter of more Importance; and think there 
are ſo near Approaches to, if not real Blaſphe- 
my in it, as to render it one of the moſt ſcan- 
dalous Pieces the Preſs has producid. 


On Word farther in this Place W 
the Field Preaching ---- and not to launch out 
into Severities, I ſhall only aſk to what End 
all this? To what End an Hour and an Half 
Preaching to the Mob and Rabble upon the 
New Birth, Regeneration, Juſtification, &* ? 
five out of twenty of whom never underſtand 
what the Preacher is about; or, did they, yet 
the Tediouſneſs of the Diſcourſe muſt be the 
Occaſion of their forgetting one Half of it.—-- 
It would be well did they retain ſo much ; but 
as they aſſemble rather to make up the Crowd, 
and fee a Rarity, than for Inſtruction. and the 
Worſhip of God, *tis much to be queſtion'd 
whether one third Part of his Audience remem- 
bers five Minutes after one third Part either of 
the Prayer or Sermon. Are his Audience capable 
of retaining ſuch Length of Doctrine? I am a- 
fraid not--For what are the Audience? Such are 
they, ſorry I am to fay it, and no other than thoſe 
who crowd to a Smithfield Shew, or a Crimi- 
nal's Execution. A ſmall Character ſurely this 
to a Clergyman! for few of any ſuperior Senſe 
or Repute to attend his Steps, and for thoſe 
few to do it through Curioſity and Incog. The 

orant are his Diſciples. There was a Charge 


once laid againſt thoſe that enter d into Houſes, 
or 
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or ran wandering up and down, and miſled the 
People blinded with Credulity into wrong 
Paths.— I hope that will not fall here. At 
the ſame Time, I hope, the Surmiſe of Mr. 
M biteſield's ſupporting his frequent Travels by 

Collections raisꝰd upon other Deſigns, is not 
ba upon any good Bottom. 


As to his expounding his Scriptures, we need 
not fay much to that--- We know his Years will 
not admit it. To do this well, he muſt well 

underſtand the Eaſtern Languages; and a Know- 
ledge of them is not ſo eaſily attain'd. Cer- 
tainly (not to ſay any Thing more harſh) Con- 
ceit and Aſſurance are the Springs of his Ac- 
tions, and the moſt requir'd Piece of Knows; 
ledge of all is ſtill wanting, The Du of 
Himſelf. 


As I have gone ſo far, I fhall venture to 
ſay farther, that, notwithſtanding whatever: 
Praiſes and Gifts Mr. Fhitefield may beſtow 
upon himſelf, the more we conſider his Words - 
and Works, the more, to all the Senſe and 
Clear-ſightedneſs we are Maſters of, will he ap- 
| pear an Enthuſfiaft, a Blaſphemer, and a Wa- 
vering, Wandering Preacher of no Eſtabliſh- 
ment. He at firſt touch'd upon the Church, 
but tranſgreſs'd Order, ſo as not to continue in 
it. At preſent he ſeems near attach'd to the 
Diffenting Communion ; tho? he does not omit 
to blend his Notions with a good Spice” both of 
the Roman Catholick and Mahometan. The firſt 
of theſe, *tis well known, declares all Hereticks 
and denounces Damnation to them, who ſepe- 
* „ rate 
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rate from their Church: And it is a ſtandin 
Tenet of the Mabometan Faith, That let a Chri- 
ſtian live never ſo well all his Days, yet all's 
in vain, for that without believing in Mabomet 
there is no Salvation. Mr. Whitefield comes not 
far behind there. He, we know, pronounces 
thoſe damm d, who do not adhere to his Doc- 
trines, and believe him inſpir'd in the Meaſure 
he declares,-— wiſhes Dr. Trapp”s Sermon may 
not riſe up againſt him at the laſt Day,-—ex- 
_ cludes Mr. Tucker from Happineſs hereafter, 
and gives Sentence, that while he continues in 
this Way of Thinking (i. e. in Oppoſition to 
him) he abſolutely deſpairs of meeting him in 
Heaven. (Vid. Let. ibid.) Here, methinks, is 
ſomething indeed to the Purpoſe; he daringly 
romiſes himſelf Heaven, and excludes a Chri- 
Pan Profeſſor and Minifter from it. Here is an 
evident Conſequence of that pretended Aſſurance 
(mention*d by the Doctor) or Certainty of hav- 
ing the Spirit. Hence a glaring Inſtance of that 
Preſumption which the Doctor affirms their 
Preaching and Practice productive of. Theſe 
Things ſeem to me, Sir, ſad and ſhocking. 


Bur ſtill youll tell me this Gentleman is 
greatly inſpir'd, and has the Sanction of the 
Holy Ghoſt for what he ſays and does. I can- 
not but repeat my Wiſh, that the World had 
ſome better Evidence of it, than has hitherto 
been given. I own I differ greatly from Mr. 
Whitefield, and am not of Opinion that the 
Holy Ghoſt over-rules the Will, is abſolutely 
cogent and acts by forcible and irreſiſtible Means, 
(unleſs in ſome very particular Caſes, ſuch y | 
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ing to any Impulſion from this ever Bleſſed and 
Holy Spirit. | Os _- 


Bor ſuppoſing Mr. Wh:tefeld to be in the 
Right----by Conſequencethen all who differ from 
him either in Principle or Practice muſt be 
wrong----and if all his Tranſports in Religion 
are the Effects of ſtrong Inſpiration and greateſt 
Influences of the Holy Ghoſt, then he is cer- 
tainly to be eſteem'd more really Religious and 
better than other Men- and if ſo, it ſeems allow- 
able, that if there are Degrees of Happineſs 

hereafter, the Man who has been ſo far favour- 
ed by God on Earth, will be more honour'd and 
exalted above all in Heaven. This may be poſ- 
ſible, but it does not ſeem probable ; unleſs Sin- 
gularity in Religion has Precedence to all other 
Acts of it. We would always think humbly of 
ourſelves, in Matters betwixt God and our own 
Souls---but yet we think and hope too that his 
Goodneſs and Mercy will be as greatly exempli- 
fied in all his faithful Servants, as in thoſe who 
dare to lay Claim to the greateſt Meaſures of his 
Grace; and make that an Argument for ſubvert- 
ing his Church, deſtroying all Rule and QCfcono- 
my in Religion---emboldning many to look to 
Heaven with a Preſumptuous Certainty of it, 

and driving and finking many others into Deſ- 
pondency and Deſpair. We truſt that God has 
fot for many Years permitted his Church to lie 
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in Darkneſs and Error; but that it has been re- 
gulated and well diſciplin'd, and real Chriſtiani- 
ty taught therein long before Mr. Whitefield aroſe 
to change its Eſtabliſhment, or indeed before he 
was born. However, as there is a mere Poſſibi- 
lity (and I think that's all) of Mr. Mpiteſeld's 
being right, and ſo great a Part of Mankind 
miſtaken, defer. we our abſolute Determination 
to the grand deciſive Day, when theſe and all 
other Doubts ſhall be unfolded and made clear. 


Ap ſhould we, at that ſolemn Day, when 
we- muft give up an Account of our Miniſtry, 
find our Error in the Want of Credulity in Re- 
gard to the now profeſs*d more immediate Meſ- 
ſenger and Servant of God---yet---we hope, that 
which ſeerns to juſtify our Conduct here, will 
excuſe us from Blame hereafter. God has rare- 
ly pour'd forth extraordinary Gifts of his Holy 
Spirit, without ſome Manifeſtation of it.---This 
we know---and upon Deficiency of this Manife- 
ſation deny we the extraordinary Inſpiration of 
thoſe who at this Time moſtly. pretend to it. 
There is no new Religion to be introduc'd, 
therefore agreeably to our Reaſon, we judge that 
there is no Occafion for any ſuch Gifts. All Aſ- 
ſent, ſays our great Tillotſon, is grounded upon 
Evidence ;----till therefore we have ſome further 
Evidence than the bare Proteſtation of Man's 
Mouth of himſelf being enlightned more than 
Thoufands, who put in their Claim and Hopes 
for the ſame Heaven he ſo arrogantly aſſures. 
himſelf of, we ſhall oppoſe his Principles and 
Practice—and in doing ſo, dare we to ſay, that 


we Ad we are doing Cod and his Church or 
vice? 


$ 
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vice ! ? And that we may be the better. able todo 
this, Let us in theſe Times take the greateſt 

heed to ourſelves.—--Let us above all Things 

hold faſt the Profeſſion of our Faith without 74 
vering.-Let us not be like Children toſs'd to and 
fro, and carried about with every Wind of Doc- 
trine, thro? the Slight of Men, and the cunning 
Craftineſs of thoſe who lie in wait to deceive---- 
And happy they! who are not deceiv'd, where 
the moſt cunning Snares are laid and fpread a- 
broad to entangle the Feet of the even ſo little 
unwary.---- You who have already endeavour®d 
to break the Charm, and warn the heedleſs 
Traveller from the treacherous Path, Pergite, 
Viri, were Reverend;, vere Taue Hac 
Opus, Hic Labor it. Hoc in Præſentia Veſtrum in 
Laudem, Hoc fortaſſe quidem in premium cedat 

Tomygre per futura, & in ſecula ſecuſorum. 


Anxp now, Sir, upon taking my Leave of _ 
you, I ſhall point out an Effect of Mr. Mbite- 
fields Proceedings, already pretty Hu 
And that is---the Divifion of the Cler 
You may be pleas'd to remember an old Saying, 
Divide & Impera.---- This is a maſterly Bars 
indeed, and diſcovers the Politician, where the 
Chriſtian would have been the better Character. 
I make no Doubt but Things may now be 
brought to paſs, that the Blow may ſoon fall 
heavy, which has long threatned us. I con- 
gratulate you, Sir, upon your being ſo happily 
inſtrumental towards 1t. | 


Bor, Hh all, it is with Concern I behold 
Religion turn'd againſt the Heads of its 2 
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ſors ; and. after various Has a0 Kos - . 5 
Fail'd, that made primarily conducive to their Di 
ſervice and Diſgrace. May that God whom we 


both ſerve, and of whoſe Favour we both (Ipr 8 2 


ſume) hope to partake hereafter, never viſit for 
theſe Things. May his wiſe and good Provi- 
dence ſo conduct the Affairs of this Nation, that 
even the next Generation may not in Sorrow 
rue the Proceedings of their but very late Fore- 
fathers. And it ſhall even be a ſolemn Wiſh 
with me, that the Clergy, (whom, nothwith- 
ſtanding the late Behaviour of ſome of them, 
are ſtill, I hope, no Diſhonour to r ) 


may, maugre all the Inſolencies of publick and 


the ſubtle and malicious Inſinuations of private ; 
Enemies, always lift up their Heads with Joy, 


both to the Glory of God, and the Good o 
Mankind. The Body of the Clergy are, I ve- 
F'." Tily believe, as Well-wiſhers to, and, did " 
caſion require, would, I make no doubt, prove 


themſelves as firmly attach'd to the preſent 


ROYAL ESTABLISHMENT, as any Part o 


the Britiſb Nation. May they both flouriſh to- 
gether.----I am too diffident, Sir, to ſubſcribe 
myſelf wad tarther than | 
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